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Northeast Connecticut's hub for arts, entertainment, shopping and 
dining. Putnam is a small town with big-town sensibilities! Perfect 
for a day trip, Putnam invites you to discover its many facets. 
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Antiques 

Make a stop along Connecticut Antiques Trail and find vintage treasures in 
Putnam’ signature antique shops, including local favorites Antiques 
Marketplace and Jeremiah’s Antiques. 


Arts & Galleries 

With an eclectic mix of media and artistic styles, 
Putnams many art galleries offer something for 
everyone. Be sure to visit Arts & Framing, Artique, 
Empty Spaces Project, Sawmill Pottery 

and Silver Circle Art Center. 
















Dining 

Putnam offers a wide variety of dining choices, “#—___ 
including Italian, American Fusion & Sushi, 
family-friendly fare and Specialty dining options. 

Please visit discoverputnam.com/dining for a complete 

list of dining options. 


Boutique Shopping 
Putnam offers a wonderful selection of boutiques, specialty shops, 
and services right in our downtown district. Peruse the wares at 
Abigail's Jewel Box, Flying Carpet Studio, Panache, Woolworks 
and many more shops! 


discoverputnam.com 
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SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL EVENTS 


Fire & Ice Festival FEB. — 
O’Putnam Road Race MARCH 
Putnam Rotary Fishing Derby APRIL 


MAY - OCT. 
JUNE 
JULY 

JULY - SEPT. 

AUG. 


* First Fridays 

Particle Accelerator 
‘Fireworks 

R ‘iverFires 

D Deary Memorial Road Race 








“Main Street Car Cruise AUG. 

Are Duck Race _ AUG. 

~The Great Pumpkin Festival OCT. 

Trick-or-Treat Street OCT. 
Santa Comes to Town NOV. 
DEC. 


Bicliday Dazzle Light Parade 


Theater/Entertainment 

Putnam also boasts two local theaters located in the heart of our historic down- 
town district. Catch a show at The Bradley Playhouse, a 113-year old vaudeville 
theater that hosts six shows per year. Just down the street, The Complex Per- 
forming Arts Centre is a conservatory-style studio with a twelve-show season 
of musicals, dramas, comedies, children’s theatre and original work. Be sure 

to also check out the latest acts at the Bellas Martini Bar and The Stomping 
Ground. 


Outdoor Attractions 
Cargill Falls, Putnam Dog Park, Putnam River Trail, Riverview Marketplace & 


Seasonal Farmers Market, Rotary Park and Simonzi Picnic Park. 


SPECIAL Ree 
CONGRATULATIONS itis 


The Putnam Business Association would like to take a 
moment to congratulate The Bradley Playhouse on their 
Grand Re-Opening! 


Be sure to visit thebradleyplayhouse.org for a list of upcoming shows. 


The creative energy is flowing once again as members of the art 
community, local merchants, and the Putnam Business Association 
come together to plan for the fourth season of First Friday events. 
Building on three successful seasons of First Fridays, this year’s festivi- 
ties will see new additions to this outdoor art-based street festival. For 
the first time in the festival's history, First Friday will feature a season- 
long theme, focusing on Cultural Diversity. Together with the commu- 
nity, the First Friday committee is excited to explore and celebrate the 
myriad of cultures that define us — both ona local level and beyond. 
May through October, each First Friday event will celebrate a differ- 
ent aspect of culture, through interactive art projects, performances, 
and education. Join us each month for a creative examination of such 
cultural elements as: song, dance, theatre, architecture, agriculture, 
and folklore. 
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As always, each First Friday event will feature great live entertain- 
ment, a variety of art vendors lining the streets, fun and interactive art 
projects, and stimulating events hosted by such downtown galleries 
as,Arts & Framing and the Sochor Gallery, The Empty Spaces Project 
Gallery, Sawmill Pottery and Silver Circle Art Center. 


The fourth season will also see the return of the Beer Garden, with 
ice-cold artisan brews provided by the Courthouse Bar & Grille. We 
invite you to stroll the streets, take in the sights and sounds and 
discover why Putnam is the hub for arts & culture in Northeast 
Connecticut. 


STAY TUNED FOR MORE DETAILS AS WE GET 
CLOSER TO THIS FANTASTIC EVENT! 
VISIT DISCOVERPUTNAM.COM 
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Sprucedale Gardens 


After a long snowy winter, there is nothing better than thoughts of gardens brimming with colorful flowers, window boxes filled with cascades 


of blooms and shrubs and fruit trees spilling their early blossoms on green grass. 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


pring is filled with promise and possibilities as 
seasoned gardeners and beginners feel the tug 
of the outdoors. A visit to Sprucedale Gardens 
at 20 East Quasett Road in Woodstock is a fine way 
to welcome the growing season with an assortment of 
quality plant material. Owners Joyce and Paul Larson 
are knowledgeable and enthusiastic about horticulture 
and all it has to offer their customers. 

The Larsons met at the University of Connecticut 
where they majored in horticulture. Joyce, a native of 
Shelton, Connecticut, recalls childhood memories of 
working in the vegetable garden with her father. Paul, 

a Woodstock native, grew up on a dairy farm, with a 
strong interest in operating his own nursery. 

Today they live and operate their business on 
property Larson’s father once rented for hay production 
from the Williams family. As a young married couple, 
the Larsons moved to a rental house in Woodstock in 
1984 and raised pumpkins to sell wholesale for extra 
income. By 1992 they had one small greenhouse and 
moved shrubs and perennials to the front yard to offer 
them for sale on weekends. A few years later, they built 
their new home on East Quasset Road where Joyce 
ran the business, often with merely a cash box on a 
card table, while Paul worked for Prides Corner Farm 
Nurseries, one of the largest wholesale growers in the 
northeast. 

Larson rose through the ranks and became the 
Plant Health Specialist at Prides Corner, gaining valuable 
expertise in identifying plant diseases, treatment of 
insect problems and the skill to evaluate various options 
for organic and conventional treatments. He enjoyed 
the benefits of working for a large corporation, but 
something kept tugging at his heart. 

“One day Joyce and I talked about our situation, and 
we decided I just had to come home and work with her. 
The nursery had grown so much that she couldn’t raise 
our three children and run the business in Woodstock 
largely on her own. I made the difficult decision to leave 
a secure job with a good company so we could work 
full-time together. We crafted a business plan and in 
early 1998 began to develop two greenhouses, the sales 
building and complete the site work,” Larson said with a 
smile. 





ACCESSORIES IN 
AND OUT OF THE GARDEN 


Unique Clothes, Jewelry, Books & Soaps 


589 POMFRET STREET 
P.O. BOX 236 e POMFRET, CT 06258 
860-928-0009 
HOURS: TUSEDAY-SAT 10-5PM ~ SUNDAY 12-5PM 


“We have many faithful customers who remember 
purchasing plants from us years ago when we were just 
starting out, and they continue to support us today. We 
focus on plants you won’t see at other places, and we 
carry a limited inventory of non-plant items. We wanted 
to create a place that people would enjoy visiting. Based 
on the familiar faces that return each year, I think we 
have succeeded,” said Joyce Larson with a warm laugh. 


Sprucedale Gardens grows much of 
what it sells and offers a diverse 
assortment of plants at prices within the 


reach of the average consumer. Nearly one 


hundred percent of the annuals, hanging 
baskets, herbs, and vegetable plants are 
grown in their greenhouses. They also grow 
much of the nursery stock and perennials 
that they carry. Many of the items that are 
purchased from other growers are 
bought from Connecticut farms. 





Paul and Joyce Larson use the latest techniques 
to control pests. “Here at the nursery we have begun 
using biological controls. Basically it is controlling bugs 
with bugs. We bring in ladybugs, parasitic wasps and 
nematodes. Nematodes are little creatures that arrive as 
a yeast-like powder, and when drenched into the soil, 
seek out pest insects to infect and kill them. It is much 
safer for humans, an alternative to spraying, and much 
less expensive,” said Paul, who has been honored by the 
Ct. Nursery and Landscape Association with the 2010 
Award of Merit for his contributions to the industry. 

Joyce enjoys using her landscape design skills to 
help customers develop their property. She visits the site 
with the homeowner and either consults or undertakes 
more extensive design by creating drawings with plant 
lists. She also enjoys speaking at area garden clubs, and 
plans to offer a series of seminars at the greenhouse this 
spring for the public. 

Sprucedale offers an extensive inventory of trees 
and shrubs and can obtain species they don’t normally 
carry through their network of suppliers. They will 


ctatuary . Planter's - Fountains - Garden Accessoriag 


FLORAL ~ GARDEN 
GIFTS ~ WEDDING ~ GOURMET 


260 Rte. 171 © South Woodstock, CT 
(860) 928-0571 © Mon - Sat 9-5, Sunday Seasonal 
www.gardengatefloristct.com 





: deliver plants for their customers and often coordinate 

: the installation of nursery stock as well. Fruit trees are 

: especially popular and they have expanded the selection 
: to meet customer demand. 


Container gardening continues to flourish as 


: consumers use containers to grow food as well as 

: provide splashes of color. Joyce noted that the lines have 
: blurred as far as what types of plants people use in their 
: containers. Often customers like to use an assortment 

: of plants, with vegetables and herbs combined with 

: annuals, perennials, grasses and bulbs. “Anything 

: goes these days when people plant window boxes and 

2 containers,” she said with a smile. 


Interest in new plants and a family connection led 


: Joyce and Paul to develop an online branch of their 

: business, Larson’s Geraniums. They purchased that 

: business from Paul’s uncle and aunt, who had been 

: selling plants by mail-order for almost 20 years. The new 
: venture features several varieties of European Alpine 

: ivy geraniums. These tough plants flower in cascading 

2 clusters that aren’t messy, are heat and drought tolerant 
: and do well in sunny locations. The geraniums are used 
: extensively throughout Europe and promise to add 

: an option to any gardener’s palette. The plants can be 

2 purchased online at Larsonsgeraniums.com and at the 

: nursery. 


The Larsons are enthusiastic about the many new 


: plants Sprucedale Gardens will offer this spring. Joyce 

: noted that “radiant ochid” is the color of the year, and 

: there are several plants that feature this popular hue. 

: One of her favorite plants is Heuchera, or Coral Bells. 

: There are many new varieties that feature foliage with 

: oranges, bronzes and gold tones. New types of tomatoes, 
: mini-bell peppers and heirloom varieties of cherry 

: tomatoes will be added to the choices for vegetable 

: enthusiasts. 


Joyce and Paul Larson dreamed of creating a 


: business in Woodstock and Sprucedale Gardens is 
: the result. They appreciate their good fortune and are 
: grateful for the support of their clientele. 


Sprucedale Gardens is open during the growing 


: season from Monday through Saturday. Visit their 
: website at: sprucedalegardens.com or follow them on 
: Facebook. Call them at: (860) 974-0045. 
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Clothing, Accessories, Jewelry, 
Vintage & Home Decor 


Fashion for You and Your Home 
Exciting New Arrivals Daily! 


860.963.2100 
www.panacheofputnam.com 
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Bho. Dicske Winery! 


For those familiar with the property, a drive up to Taylor Brooke Winery on Route 171 in Woodstock reveals a surprise. Gone is the collection of 





trees that once nearly hid the tasting room from the road. Now a wide open vista welcomes visitors, who later this spring will enjoy a hillside 
planted with thousands of new vines. Also, a brand new warehouse, a large barn-like structure appropriate to the rest of the traditional 
New England architecture, now flanks the tasting room. Owner Linda Auger is thrilled with the results of their expansion and is looking 
forward to the new business they will be able to accommodate in Taylor Brooke’s tenth year as a local winery. 


BY CRIS: CADIZ 


covered pavilion between the tasting room and 
Ae new warehouse will seat guests who wish to 

be outside to sample their wine or to picnic. It 
can also accommodate a portable bar to offer additional 
space for tastings in the fall. The new warehouse 
includes two new handicap accessible bathrooms, 
which will help keep the main tasting area from being 
congested when things get busy. An area currently being 


In addition to offering a tasting menu of 17 
: different wines, with different levels and prices of 
: tastings available, Taylor Brooke encourages people to 
: bring their own picnics, providing table and garden 
: space. They also offer a large selection of Connecticut- 
: made cheeses and sausages as well as crackers and 
: hopefully fresh, locally baked bread in the busy season 
: to make your own picnic to enjoy with a bottle of wine, 
' of course! With more space available, Linda will also 
: have room on occasion to invite local vendors to offer 
: samples and sell their wares. 


used for storage will be converted to another tasting 
area with an additional bar, which will be used for 
groups from 8 to 20 people. 

“This will be the overflow,” Linda points out, 
“especially in the fall when it’s just jammed. I think this 


Since they opened, Taylor Brooke has continually 
: expanded to accommodate increased traffic brought by 





Dick and Linda Auger 


is going to give us the biggest bar space in the state,” : their good reputation and by recognition on the part 
which apparently, they need! “I’m trying to get people |: Brooke has chosen to avoid these alternate streams of : of state tourism that wineries in Connecticut are an 
together, not separate them, and this is the way we do : income that sometimes make visitors feel second-rate : economic draw. “We started small and in 2004-2005 we 
our wine tastings. Because we have such a large menu, it } because staff is focused on these special occasions. : added the second tasting room and we added what is 
takes a while. And we don’t rush people.” They are also: Instead, Taylor Brooke is committed to provide : now our tank room,” says Linda. “In 2010 we received a 
adding a new point of sale with a second checkout so : outstanding customer service and offer the best possible : matching grant through the Department of Agriculture 
people don’t have to wait in lines. : experience for visitors. “I want to stay true to what : that helped us to build the current warehouse. Then 
After ten years, Taylor Brooke Winery has stayed : people know us for, which is a place to come, sit, relax, | we renovated in the original tasting room and added 
true to its original business plan. Rather than follow : enjoy and meet people. That’s what we’re all about is : a second bar. As the years go on and there are more 
the lead of some wineries, which have added bistros, : bringing people together and letting them enjoy the : wineries in the state of Connecticut that just brings in 
restaurants or host weddings and music festivals, Taylor : experience,” says Linda. : more people.” 
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..is it really a question? Vavdavey (=: 
breakfast 


lunch & dinner 


daily specials 
beer & wine 
gluten free options 


since 1989 


Connecticut’s 
Best Country Cafe 


360-928-1562 ~ outdoor patio ~ 


“This impossibly funky Connecticut restaurant 
is full of character (and characters), and is truly 
in a class by itself.” www.HiddenBoston.com 


ae RT ee Steer cemaen 450 deerfield road - pomfret - connecticut 
next to the Woodstock Fairgrounds 


860-928-1514 © Open W - S, 10-5 and Sun 12-5 www.TheVanillaBeanCafe.com 
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Linda looks forward to the end of May when a 
specialized company will plant half of the winery’s new 
property with 5,000 vines in just a few days. Another 
portion of new land will be used for a much-needed 
expansion of the parking lot. The vines are two-year-old: 
stock, which means the Augers should be able to harvest : 
from them in another two years. The addition of these 
vines means they can continue to move toward making 
all of their wine from their own grapes. 

Another change regulars will notice at Taylor 
Brooke is a bittersweet one. Zima, the Winery Dog, 
who sadly passed away in 2012, has a replacement- 
in-training. Addison has 
large paw prints to fill as 
mascot, greeter, kid-sitter 
and tour guide, but Linda 
sees great potential in this 
happy young dog, rescued 
from Tennessee by Good 

























Brooke’s popular wine made from 100% Cayuga White : League, where the Augers adopted her. In 2013, they 
grapes from their own vines called Wine Dog 1. This i raised over $1,600. Linda expects they will write a check 
wine was created to honor Zima’s memory and $1 of : for well over $2,000 in 2014. 

each bottle is donated to the Worcester Animal Rescue 


Dog Rescue. Zima was 


the inspiration for Taylor 
: Taylor Brooke opens for the season on Friday, April 


: 25th. They will celebrate their 10th anniversary 

: the last weekend in June. Details are not finalized 

: but food will be provided by Renee’s Working Girl 

: Catering. Linda also hopes to bring in vendors to 

: offer tastings and provide a mini-farmer’s market. For 
: more information visit www.taylorbrookewinery.com 
: or stop by at 848 Route 171 in Woodstock Fridays 

: from 11 to 6 and Saturday and Sunday from 11 to 5. 








Ze | oe . i _ i. : When Taylor Brooke Winery opened, they had about 
SS aa ae Soro ee My Aq ssi fas fen | ot TH : 1,200 vines planted — today they have about 2,400 
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vines. The new vineyard will add another 5,000 
vines. When they opened they had 5 wines and now 
they currently offer 17. As production increased and 
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visitors increased, Taylor Brooke winery added to the 


: building in 2005 and 2010 and the current expansion. 
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Solutions The mission of the Wyndham Land Trust is to preserve hail ’ , 


and protect land in Northeast Connecticut. n 


We need your help to support our mission. 
Please consider becoming a member or sending a donation. a S e Od 


Include your name, address, and email address 


eo and send a check to: 
Graphics se ROWER 






PO Box 302 
860-928-3973 Pomfret Center, CT 06259 174 CHASE ROAD ¢ THOMPSON, CT 
www.chasegraphics.net MEMBERSHIP DUES: TEL/FAX 860-923-9926 


Individual annual membership: $25.00 


Family annual membership: $35.00 Op ening Early WEN 


124 School St. * Putnam, CT 06260 
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Y GUL fecal, ‘Friendly, small Town, For more information about our work, visit us at H B i t 
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Your membership and donations are tax deductible. 
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Everything you need for Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day, Flower & Vegetable Gardens 
& Outdoor Decorating 


Buy Direct From Grower, 
Higher Quality, Lower Prices 


es, 


MON-FRI 10-6 SAT & SUN 10-5 


JOIN US FOR A UNIQUE EXPERIENCE! Directions: From intersection of 193 & 200 at 


Thompson Center, take 193 south, take first left onto 


WWW. rectoryschool.org/ rectorysummer/ Chase Road. We are 6/10th of A mile down on right. 
860-928-1 328 Find us on §7tes:. a (even if not a member) 
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The Music Scene is Alive in Putnam 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 





The streets of Putnam are alive with the sound of music. Main Street has become the center of a lively music scene fueled by the energy, 


talent and dreams of a confluence of people and forces. 


BY NANCY P. WEISS 


t String Tinkers, George Brin, Don Spaeth and 

Anthony Foronda, are filling the air with the 

distinctive sound of instruments made from 
repurposed materials such as cigar boxes, cookie tins 
and even metal bedpans. The spacious location at 130 
Main serves as the perfect site aesthetically, acoustically 
and in terms of square footage for making, displaying, 
selling and, best of all, playing musical instruments. 

On a brisk early spring afternoon, the shop was 
filled with sunshine and warmth. In the course of an 
hour, a man walked in and began playing a harmonica 
with owner Don Spaeth. No soon had he left, when a 
woman stepped inside, picked up a banjo to strum and 
then ordered a custom made canjo, a banjo made from a 
bedpan, as a graduation present from medical school for 
her son. 

According to George Brin, a professional 
woodworker, artist and performer, String Tinkers is a 
dream come true for himself and his partners, Spaeth 
and Foronda. 

“When we opened, things were turning around for 
Putnam. Suddenly all these art galleries opened and it 
felt like a resurgence back to the old world. I sense that 
artists need community. I need dialogue and getting out 
of my shop. We’ve found a creative home and balance. 
It isn’t just about three people, Anthony, Don and me. 
It involves lots of friends sharing their expertise and 
creativity,” Brin said. 

Creativity and talent seem to walk in the door ona 
regular basis in addition to the high level of skill within 
the three partners. JP Beausoleil, the in house music 
teacher, began giving lessons and workshops and local 
musicians from amateurs to professional began to drop 


ROCK SOLID 


SOLUTIONS 


Natural Stone Walls * Walkways 


Decorative Ornaments 


JEFFREY M. JOSLYN 
(860) 230-8231 





fbjoslyncc@yahoo.com 
www.stonebuildsbest.com 


Also a New England Distributor of Cord Wood 


Art Gallery 


& Exhibitions 


gift ces fat 
on Scenic Byway Rte 169 


F 5 minutes from Putnam 


330 Pomfret Street, Pomfret 
860.928.5492 


WED ~ SUN 10 to 5, or by appt 


Photos by Robert Thomas 
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Offering many local items like Goat 
___ and Cow's milk cheese, honey, maple, 


Gift Shoppes 


CelebrationsShoppes.com 
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by. A concert featuring Beverly and Mark Davis, world 
-class performers who live in the Providence area, was 
soon organized and sold out immediately. 

“There is a community of musicians, builders, 
players and listeners and it all came together. It 
happened in a perfect way,” said Brin, who is a luthier 
and the builder and repairer of the instruments that 
grace the walls of the shop, including a guitar called the 
Lone Star Special, constructed from wood grown in his 
home state of Texas. 

A visit from Mucahit Ates, the music teacher at 
Putnam Science Academy, brought melodies from 
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Fine Foods & Farm Market 
520 Providence Rd, Brooklyn, CT 
www.Sweet Peas Fine Foods.com 


860-779-3040 





‘ ee A — s* Fruit & Produce - Only the best! 
te g! 4 ae Always local whenever possible. 
— . wee = Salad Bar - The Best Around! 

{' Venda Ravioli - Ravioli & Sauces, 
we bring Federal Hill to Brooklyn! 
Bakery - Fresh baked breads & pies, 
fruit squares, cookies and now gluten 
free items! | 





en ” , 





“Quick Cuisine” - Fresh, Chef Prepared 
Meals for you to enjoy at home. Entrees 
from Lobster Mac and Cheese to Veal 
Scallopini menu's vary and there is 
something for every taste - spoil yourself! 
Cheese Shop & Unique Groceries - 





sopresseta, jellies, cookies and more! 


520 Providence Rd, Brooklyn, CT 
~ Conveniently located in Baker’s Dozen Plaza ~ 
Open Daily 10am-8pm, Sunday 10am-6pm ¢ 860-779-3040 


Find us on 


-% Monthly 
ay Themed 
if a 


Personalized Private 
Tea Parties 


for showers, birthdays, gatherings 


distant Turkey in the form of 
a baglama, a traditional seven- 
stringed instrument. Ates 
filled the air with the sounds 
of his homeland. Brin was so 
impressed he plans to build a 
baglama. 

Spaeth noted that they 
plan to have concerts on an 
occasional basis as musicians 
meet and connect. They 
are developing the summer 
schedule. Spaeth, an 
accomplished player himself, 
has an encyclopedic knowledge 
of guitars, ukuleles and banjos. 
For the past thirty years, he has 
collected instruments, many 
of which are offered for sale at 
String Tinkers. 

“Music is so important 
to people. Playing is a moment of real purity. Our 
inventory includes everything from affordable guitars 
to collectors’ items. We reach newcomers as well as 
professionals. Free lessons come with every purchase,” 
Spaeth said enthusiastically. 

George Brin plans to offer workshops in the 
building to show people how to make their own 
instruments. Future plans include a weekend school for 
novice luthiers and other craft oriented programs. All 
of the instruments are made from reclaimed materials, 
including the wood that was formerly used as flooring 
in antique structures to draw pulls, doorknobs and, 
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The Woodstock 
Association welcomes you! 


Experience the charm of a gentler time 
and place on the Heritage Trail in 
Connecticut’s “Quiet Corner.” 


Explore Woodstock 
s< 


Antiques, crafts, florists, produce, furniture, 
pottery, lodging and much more 


















Jeroymsinleyncuselcoyennt-luloneler-loveltrlmcaycrlaperele 
a complete list of merchants visit: 


WWW.EXPLOREWOODSTOCK.COM 







Discovering Putnam? 


Take a relaxing break in our 
victorian style cafe! Choose from 
a huge selection of home-made 

Cesserts & pastries, coffee, 

espresso, lattes, frozen drinks... 
and more! 
Open 7 days a week! 
(860) 928-2600 


91 Main Street, Putnam CT 
www.victoriastationcafe.com 
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flourishing —- “exploding” according to Terry Paquette. |: equipment. A Putnam-based international company, 
The Paquettes have eclectic taste and listen to all : Rational Acoustics, installs and calibrates sophisticated 
genres. Before they opened their business, they hosted =: sound systems around the world. The owners donated 
house concerts and got to know local talent. Soon they =: equipment and set up the gear so that music performed 
were booking bands to perform at the restaurant and : at The Stomping Ground can be heard with ease by the 
the response from the audiences and the musicians was: audience and preserved. Terry uses a sound meter to 
enthusiastic. : make sure that music is only as loud as it needs to be. 
“We are climbing the ladder of talent. Groups Creativity flows from the kitchen as well as from the 
call me now and ask to perform. The ) stage. Head chef Robert “Bubba” D’Andrea 


uses as much locally produced food as he 
can including products from New Boston 
Beef, Creamery Brook Bison, Green Valley 
Farm, The Mystic Cheese Company, 
Norman’s Sugar Shack and GourmAvian 
Farms. 

“We want every aspect of the place to 
be creative from the art and music to the 


capacity of the room is 50 people and 

we often turn people away. From 

open mic to concerts with well- 

known performers, we are creating a 

community where people feel welcome 

and can hear amazing music. We’ve 

changed the face of Putnam,” Terry said. 
In the two years since The 





even bedpans. Putnam’s antique shops and the annual : Stomping Ground opened, it has hosted food and the drinks. Our bartenders use 
shows at nearby Brimfield, MA provide a rich trove of : 336 individual bands. By June 8, 2014 organic fruit and muddle it in front of you. 
components. : when the restaurant celebrates its We have organic liquors, two organic wines 
: second anniversary, it will host its lOOth and 10 craft beers on draft,” said Sarah 
String Tinkers promotes concerts and programs : open mic. Sarah noted that many who Paquette. 
through social media, using Facebook and their : haven’t played in years feel reinvigorated A tattoo artist designed the logo for 
website: www.stringtinkers.com or stringtinkers@ : after stepping on the stage at open mic The Stomping Ground, formally dressed 
gmail.com : events, which include poetry, comedy, skeletons playing stringed instruments, 
: skits and storytelling as well as music. with design input from Terry, who 
The partners at String Tinkers learned of the Part of the charm of The Stomping Ground as a : distributes cards and stickers baring the iconic symbol. 
availability of their current storefront from friends : music venue is the fine acoustics and the recording : On the high tech side, the Paquettes take full advantage 
next door, Sarah and Terry Paquette, owners of The : of social media with an active website and over 3,000 


















: Facebook friends. 
Sarah and Terry Paquette never stop thinking about 
2 other creative endeavors. Terry, who is coordinating 
: music for Putnam’s First Friday events, would like to 
: open a record shop. Sarah wants to expand outreach to 
: artists. Above all, the Paquettes are living their dream 
: of combining art, food, hospitality and music on Main 
: Street in Putnam. 


Stomping Ground at 132 Main Street. 

Terry and Sarah had a vision of what they might do 
in Putnam to combine their love of music with art, food 
and a lively bar scene. Terry has been a music aficionado 
since he was a teenager, playing in a band and going to 
shows in nearby cities. 

Sarah, a mixed media artist, shared his passion 
and felt that she could help other artists market their 
pieces. When the lease at 132 Main became available, 
they enthusiastically threw themselves into updating 
the space to suit their taste. One of the first items they 
bought was a giant paper mache dragon by artist Shaun 
Rock, to hang from the ceiling. 

The music scene at The Stomping Ground is 


: The Stomping Ground is open for lunch and dinner 
: Wednesday through Sunday. Visit them online at 

: www.the-stomping-ground.com, or via Facebook at: 
? www.facebook.com/PutnamStompGround. 


Coococecse oO OO OO OC os, 


ne BRADLEY 


“ , 7 ere eT SS Om ax = : 
erers .*e Ws, ce / . Or ou w ee 


Bring Your Ideas 


To Lite 


BE In . 5 PT a, im Hit oy >, 
tT ae oe i 
y 2 or Fy atts 
é~ oe P: ‘4 ih. . | | 
fe 


d 
; : 
a < 
- ee 4 fg hg Se et te ine —h ert - LS & etre re 


Business Solution S, LLC ; Theatre of Northeastern Connecticut 


30 Front Street (Rt. 44) Downtown Putnam, Connecticut 


OURCE F 
THE ONE Ss OR PRINT AND The musical story of stripper Gypsy Rose Lee 


PROMOTIONAL BUSINESS SOLUTIONS : b and her hard driven, determined stage mother 
“hd \. Mama Rose is filled with memorable musical 


ss ra ps ~, 2 : numbers like “Everything’s Coming up Roses.” 
: Ful Color Printing U w= (Re = . March 28, 29 April 4, 5, 11, & 12 at 7:30 pm March 30, April 6 & 13 at 
¢ Promotional Products JEN 2:00 pm «Musical $21.00 & $18.00 
Fx ety y fa ; ‘: 
& Apparel 7 IK | Where were you when Richard Nixon resigned in 
wy 1974? Do you remember the 1977 interviews with 


6 Business om A television talk show host David Frost? This powerful 
dramatization will have you wondering why they are 
& Documents & BROOKLYN, CT not one of the more memorable moments in American history. 
; ( wv = = May 30, 31, June 6, 7, 13 & 14 at 7:30 pm ¢ June 1, 8 & 15 at 2:00 pm 
* Business Stationery / redheads *Non-musical $17.00 & $14.00 
¢ Labels 
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Sprucedale Gardens will help you 
create a colorful, relaxing place 
for your Family and friends to wie ~ 


with the newest, most exciting p ants! 


For tickets please order online or call 860-928-7887. 
www. thebradleyplayhouse.org 
www.101bs.com Tickets may be purchased at the box office. 


Shade Trees ¢ Flowering Trees 
Mixed Patio Pots ¢ Shrubs for flowers, screens 
Herbs ¢ Perennials ¢ Hanging Baskets 
Native Plants ¢ Plant Health Products 
European Alpine Geraniums 
Birdbaths ¢ Garden Statuary 


Delivery Available 
Special Orders Welcome 
Landscape Design and Consultation 
Plant Rental for Special Occasions 


Sprucedale Gardens 
Nursery & Greenhouse 
20 East Quasset Road, 


° : 
. ; Woodstock, CT 
Largest Full hervice Bead Shops Lr No c. Conneclicul Nursery and Greenhouse 860-974-0045 


Oy) info@sprucedalegardens.com 
t Spring Hours: Open Tues- Sat, 9-6, 
Saturday 9-5 


112 Main Street ¢ Putnam, CT (/n The Historic Montgomery Ward Building) 


860-928-0625 bd fes.annm@ gmail.com e Open if days a week 10am to Spm 
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4,5,11 & 12 at 7:30 pm & 

6 & 13 at 2pm 

Gypsy 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

The musical story of stripper Gypsy Rose Lee and her 
hard driven, determined stage mother Mama Rose is 

ili (=YoMN Zi dal aalsvanle)e=le)(-manlely(er-lmalelaalel>\ecm il Comm =A arataliale es) 
Coming up Roses.” Pushing her younger daughter June, 
who eventually runs away, Mama Rose turns to Louise 
who eventually becomes “Gypsy.” 

Musical $21 & $18 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


10th & 12th 

PAN) gi ede) (am =F | 

(@7=) (9) =| (ela tom ere) |(=1aVare mt Clim) ale) © 

Pomfret, CT 

Monthly Themed Afternoon Teas. 

Every fanciful Afternoon Tea starts with the perfect 
freshly brewed specialty tea selected to complement 
the theme and menu. Enjoy a soup course followed by 
three tiers of scrumptious savories & tea sandwiches, 
fresh-out-of-the-oven scones plus a variety of delectable 
desserts & sweet treats. Everything is prepared freshly 
on-site for the best taste experience. 

Reservations Required call 860-928-5492 

TAN VANVACer (=) ol e- li (olat-t-Jale) eo) ol--mexe] in) 


25th & 26th @ 7pm 

27th @ 2pm 

Huck Finn 

The Complex Performing Arts Center 

Putnam, CT 

Theatre for Kids...by kids presernts a Classic that never 
goes out of style! Bring your kids and the whole family! 
Reservations required. 

TATA YA di l-Loq orc ome] ge | 


First Fridays (First Friday of every month 

WE MY @ Loa Ko) of =) @] 

Downtown, Putnam 

Celebrating the Arts in Downtown Putnam. Live Music, 
Live Performances, Exhibitions, Demonstrations, Art At- 
tacks - Free and fun for the whole family! 

VAT VAN VAs I C-Yore(-Ta lth vir-lismroxedit| 


1st @ 6pm 

Wine Tasting 

Golden Lamb Buttery, Brooklyn, CT 

Hay rides, wine tasting, live entertainment and more! 
Proceeds to benefit Deary Memorial Cancer Fund. 
$30 per person, call for tickets 860-928-7141 
www.thegoldenlamb.com 


3rd @ 7am 

6th Annual Town-Wide Tag Sale 

Pomfret, CT 

Sponsored by the Pomfret Proprietors Association 
Starting at 7am, you can purchase a map to guide you to 


facebook. 


oe rae g F S ate (irre, ae vista Yne 
, “ : P “f ean a Pees S “AS | i 
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idal=mant=lahvas ox=]a'(e7| y= 14)alema=s-)(e(=yalexotommm OU cy] al =otcistcwr= |a(0 me) ger-lal 
zations spread throughout town. Anumber of locations are 


fund-raising for their organizations, so your purchases will also 


benefit a good cause. Maps available at the Pomfret 
(@xoyanlanlelalinmereunlele) mio)an ee 
AU ANTAY Cid eLelii ice metelit| 


8th & 10th 

Butterflies & Blossoms Tea 
(@7-1[-\9) =] ie) atom Gre) |(=1aVare Ml Clim) ale) © 

Pomfret, CT 

Monthly Themed Afternoon Teas. 
Reservations Required call 860-928-5492 
TAY VAV Arete (=)ol e-LadColat-t-Jale) eo) ol-t-mexe] ia) 


13th - 18th 

Brimfield Antiques Show 

Brimfield, MA 

BR atom =Jalanlicslewavalice[e(=ssme) ale) Walomial 

largest outdoor antiques show in the world, with over 6,000 
dealers and 130,000+ visitors during the course of the week. 
Visit website for hours, admission and directions to the show. 
www.brimfieldshow.com 


17th & 18th 

Relay for Life 

Woodstock Fairgrounds, Woodstock, CT 

Relay For Life is the American Cancer Society’s nationwide 
signature event. The overnight event raises money and 


awareness while serving as a celebration for cancer survivors, 


a memorial for loved ones lost, and a rally for the community. 
AUANTATTilelit-luilcotchuceldlii-mel as | 


26th, 10am 

Putnam’s Memorial Day Parade 

Putnam, CT 

Steps off on Grove Street followed by a program at noon at 
Rotary Park. www.winyradio.com 


30 & 31 at 7:30 pm 

Frost/Nixon 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

Where were you when Richard Nixon resigned in 1974? Do 
you remember the 1977 interviews with television talk show 
host David Frost? This powerful dramatization will have you 
WoyaTe(=1al ate mY Zahvaval=\’ar= a> male) Mela lo Me) miar>manlelc-Maat-)anle)e-l9)(> 
moments in American history. 

Non-musical $17 & $14 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


june 


1st 

9th Annual Twighlight in the Country - 
A Dinner Stroll & Concert 

Roseland Cottage, Woodstock, CT 

Proceeds benefit Day Kimball Homecare, 
Homemakers and Hospice and Palliative Care 
(o) aN Co) ai atsr= ls) ) gam Oxe)alal-\euielel am 
www.historicnewengland.org 


5th & 7th 

Milestones & Memories Tea 
Celebrations Gallery & Gift Shop 
Pomfret, CT 

Monthly Themed Afternoon Teas. 
Reservations Required call 860-928-5492 
AV VAV Aer eV (-) ol e-LadColat-t-Jale)o) ol-t-mexe] in| 


Follow The Putnam Traveler on Facebook. 
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7th @ 8am - 2pm 

Thompson Town-wide Tage Sale 
ai alce)ete]alelul miar-mceo)amelammale)an]¢)-se) an Onl 
AANA dated ii) of-olalg-Tome) ae] 


6, 7,13 & 14 at 7:30pm 

1,8 & 15 at 2pm 

Frost/Nixon 

Bradley Playhouse, Putnam, CT 

Where were you when Richard Nixon resigned in 1974? 
Do you remember the 1977 interviews with television 
talk show host David Frost? This powerful dramatiza- 
tion will have you wondering why they are not one of the 
more memorable moments in American history. 
Non-musical $17 & $14 
www.thebradleyplayhouse.org 


29th 

11th Annual Crusin’ for Cancer Care 

Putnam, CT 

Starts at the Putnam Municipal parking lot and ends at 
the Thompson Rod & Gun Club. Proceeds benefits the 
Deary Memorial Cancer Fund. 
AAA TMT g-TelComored ay 


On Going Events 


Arts & Framing 

Putnam, CT 

Features art exhibits throughout the season. 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


Connecticut Audubon Society - 
Center at Pomfret 

Pomfret, CT 

Lots to See & Do 
www.ctaudubon.org 


Silver Circle Studio 

Putnam, CT 

Im syoINUleosom (OL@r~l i=l ane) q.@r- lee m=lam=>dalle)iccmualcolulelarelulmial— 
season. Offers a range of workshops and art classes for 
allages. www.silvercirclestudio.com 


Sawmill Pottery 

Putnam, CT 

Features a gallery pottery and gifts, open-studio space, 
classes (for kids and adults) and workshops throughout 
the season. www.sawmillpottery.com 


The Stomping Ground 

Putnam, CT 

Features live music Weds - Sunday starting at 80m 
Open Mic every Sundat at 7pm 
www.the-stomping-ground.com 


The Vanilla Bean Cafe 

Pomfret, CT 

860-928-1562 

WM at=MVcclallitcm ={=r-lamicrcliel asm Nom ce)| @anlersie 
every Saturday @ 8 PM. and displays 

re Tanto) a,@licelanmelers lis lalict-latse 

AVATVA direc lallitclel=t-liverciiemenelan| 
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First Friday Celebrates Cid/al Avesc’y with Fourth Season 


WHERE: Downtown Putnam, CT 
WHAT: First Friday 
WHEN: May 2nd, June 6th, July 11th, August 1st, September 5th, October 3rd - 6pm (events free to the public) 


Jeffery A. Rawson, 
president of the Putnam 
Business Association, 
invites the public to 
attend and enjoy First 
Friday: “Putnam is filled 
with artists, artisans, 


of the art community, local merchants, and the 

Putnam Business Association come together to plan 
for the fourth season of First Friday events. Building 
on three successful seasons of First Fridays, this year’s 
festivities will see new additions to this outdoor art-based 
street festival. 

For the first time in the festival’s history, First Friday 


T: creative energy is flowing once again as members 
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merchants, and dining 


will feature a season-long theme, focusing on Cultural destinations. We hope 


Diversity. Together with the community, the First Friday 
committee is excited to explore and celebrate the myriad 
of cultures that define us - both on a local level and 
beyond. May through October, each First Friday event 


you will join us every 
First Friday from May 
through October to take 
part in community art 








will celebrate a different aspect : projects, listen to a band, 

of culture through interactive entrees was March 21st — the First : visit some of the artisans and merchants, and enjoy a 

art projects, performances, and Friday committee is eager to choose : fantastic meal. I am fortunate enough to call Putnam my 

education. Join us each month the winning and encourages the : home and I am confident that after you've visited Putnam 

for a creative examination of such community to be on the lookout for | you'll want to make it your home away from home.” 

cultural elements as: song, dance, the First Friday Program. Join us in continuing to put Putnam on the map 

theatre, architecture, agriculture, and As always, each First Friday : as the go-to destination for an evening that continues 

folklore. event will feature great live : to grow as we launch into the fourth season of this 
With the fourth season theme, aa entertainment, a variety of art : celebrated event. First Friday provides the perfect 

A Celebration of Cultural Diversity, | : 7 vendors lining the streets, fun and : backdrop to enjoy a lovely evening outdoors while 

First Friday has also introduced a new annual tradition : interactive art projects, and stimulating events hosted : experiencing a variety of artistic displays and a wide 

to the festival with a poster contest. To support local i by such downtown galleries as: Arts & Framing and the : variety of things to do and see. 

art, the First Friday committee called out to the many : Sochor Art Gallery, The Empty Spaces Project - Gallery 

talented artists of the community to submit an original : on Main Street, Sawmill Pottery, and Silver Circle Gallery. ; For more information: 

work to be considered for the winning poster. The : We invite you to stroll the streets, take in the sights and Visit the Discover Putnam Website: 

winning artwork will be reproduced as the cover of the : sounds, and discover why Putnam is the hub for arts & : www.discoverputnam.com 

First Friday Program that will have 3,500 copies printed : culture in Northeast Connecticut. Don’t miss out ona : View First Friday video by Wirtalla Visual: 

and distributed. The entries will be displayed during i delicious meal of local seasonal fare available at the many ; http://vimeo.com/28998527 

a First Friday event and all entries will be available for : popular downtown restaurants Putnam has to offer. The : First Friday Facebook Page: 

purchase at a fundraiser/auction with the proceeds to : First Friday committee is confident that there will be : http://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Fridays-in- 

benefit the Putnam Arts Council. Deadline for poster i something for everyone to enjoy. : Downtown-Putnam-CT/130208017057680 


The Leader In Quality Custom Homes & Remodeling 
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STRONG BODY/STRONG MIND YOGA STUDIO 
On the 3rd floor of the historic 
Montgomery Ward Building 
112 Main St, Suite #8 * Putnam, CT 
860-634-0099 
Owner: Rnonda Wishart RYT 200 
Classes 7 days a week 


Lyi VE ~ Crystal Brown 
Prenatal Yoga- Monday at 6:45pm 127 Main Street, Putnam, CT ° 860-928-4144 


AAW eclicelare|erereh’Z jive) ate/aaliavomers Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 9-8, Friday 9-5 
TAN AW Ace lex=) elele) ore) sayaveleleleluiiatolan and Saturday 9-3. * Vagaro.com- Book 24/7 


WOODSTOCK BUILDING 
ASSOCIATES, LLC 


From design to completion 
Woodstock Building Associates works 
together to ensure consistently superior 
craftsmanship. Building costs are tailored to 


fit your budget without compromising quality. 


If you are looking for an experienced, 
organized, cost conscious builder, 
call Woodstock Building Associates today. 


Abigail's Jewel Box” 


Large & Exciting Selection ~ Professional & Trustworthy 
. 16 Main Street * Putnam, CT 06260 * 860-928-1300 * www.abigailsjewelbox.com 


‘4 gi Pretty Jewelry. Friendly PYICeS. ayy-seu.-tRave 


— © Better Quality Diamonds — Top Quality Estate & Gemstone Jewelry 
Se Beautiful Engagement Rings @ Excellent Custom Work 
) © Anniversary Bands ® Fine Jewelry Restoration & Repairs 


WE BUY YOUR OLD, BROKEN or UNWANTED JEWELRY! 


Serious buyers who ALWAYS pay the highest prices immediately for Gold, Jewelry, Gold & Silver 
Coins, Coin Collections, Gold Watches, Platinum, Diamonds (1/2 ct & up — We Neep ano Buy Larce Diamonps), 


Sterling Flatware, Sterling Tea Sets, Foreign Military Medals & More! ~ Extra Paid for Fine Jewelry 


ms GEMOLOGIST & MASTER JEWELER ON PREMISES —_—_Always Worth the Trip to Abigail's! 
oy oO Inthe @of downtown Putnam Largest & Best Independent Jewelry Store. 


REMODELING * NEW CONSTRUCTION 


be Thurs-Sunday <= 
KITCHENS & BATHS * PLUMBING « AC/HEATING 


_ \1am-6:00pm 
Woodstock Building Associates, LLC 

78 Prospect Street » Woodstock, CT 06281 [tha 

860. 928. 0897 HOME BUILDERS 


ASSOCIATION 


wha h 0 m es.co mM OF CONNECTICUT, INC. 


CT Home Improvement Contractor #565903 * CT New Home Construction Contractor #160 
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A Tale of Three Libraries 


What gets my kids out the door faster than a potato launcher? A trip to our library! Our family 


frequents the Pomfret Public Library, a place whose small exterior belies the exuberant activity within 


its walls. I have a lifelong love affair with all libraries of any size and, since our Pomfret library is such 


a treasure chest, my 5 year old son and I decided to explore other local libraries with a little “library 


hopping” one sunny afternoon. We had a great time checking out both the West Woodstock and 


Putnam libraries. We found out that all the libraries have fun, well-organized activities for children 


year-round, and they all really get hopping once school lets out in the summer. Whether you have lived 


here for your whole life or are just stopping through, the local libraries have something for everyone! 


BY JENNIFER HELLER 


Pomfret: 

tarting in our hometown: Kristen Lavitt is on fire! 
S Not in a Katniss Everdeen sort of way. In a Fizz, 

Boom, Read! way. She’s got energy coming out of 
her fingertips and hers is no staid story time. I park on 
the library side of the parking lot so my son can run like 
Seabiscuit straight into Mrs. Kristen’s fun house without 
waiting for his slow mom, loaded down with book and 
movie returns. We call his eagerly attended story time 
“The Boys Book club” to assuage his envy at his big 
sister’s “Razzle Dazzle Readers” Book club. (Mrs. Kristen 
thought that one up on the fly one fall afternoon with 
kids swarming the children’s room clamoring for books - 
Flash! A book club was born.) 

Now, if the Pomfret Children’s library is this much 
fun in the dead of winter, can you imagine how much 
fun it is in the summer? Well, picture a Fancy Nancy 
catwalk, complete with feather boas. Or how about a 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid movie night, with a diary of one’s 
own to take home. Or the Connecticut Science Center 
blowing bubbles on the back porch! Kristen Lavitt has 
been at the Pomfret Library for four years now and has 
more fun every summer. 

Summer reading is a big deal for Mrs. Kristen and 
the Pomfret Library kids. Each child that registers - be it 
for a week or the entire summer - gets a bag, bookmark, 
rubber bracelet, and newsletter as well as earning book 


51ST ANNIVERSARY (1963-2014) 
CS eQre SS 


GOLDEN LAMB 


BUTTERY 


Our Friday & Saturday evenings 
will continue with our traditional prix fixe 
menu complete with a hayride, entertainment 
© a table that is yours until the 
erverellocmeltiveme(onuer 


Serving Dinner: 
Friday & Saturday evenings 
beginning at 7:00 pm 
Open Seasonally April - December 


Serving Lunch: 
Thursday-Saturday 


from 12:00 to 2:30 pm 
On the deck or in 
1 of our 3 dining rooms 


Kindly Call 860-774-4423 For Reservations 
BUSH HILL ROAD, BROOKLYN, CT 
WWW.THEGOLDENLAMB.COM 
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bucks by reading. Book bucks are a huge motivation to 
read because there is a store at the library where you can 
spend your hard earned bucks! All summer long there 
are kids in the library reading and shopping, shopping 


and reading. Mrs. Kristen has books for all tastes, ages 
and abilities and will find just what your little one’s heart 
desires. 

Then there are the programs, which really get 
things fired up. The summer reading theme this year 
is Fizz, Boom, Read! It’s all science, all summer. Fizz, 
Boom, Read! is the American Library Association 
theme and libraries all around the USA are excited 
about science this summer. The kick off is June 14 
with “The Science of Suds” by the Connecticut Science 
Center. Thursdays in July, “Demos R Us” are coming 
to demonstrate “Matter and Mass,” “Forces in Motion,” 
“Currents and Magnets” and other awesome scientific 
phenomena. The “Final Fizz and Boisterous Boom” 
of the summer reading program will be loud, crazy, 
and messy when Mad Science comes to show Quiet 
Corner kids some crazy chemistry. You can find out 
more information and how to register for the exciting 
summer programs and year-round programs at: http:// 
pomtfretlibrary.org. 


Putnam: 

Tina Aubin welcomes everyone with a smile into the 
relaxing children’s section of the Putnam library. Books 
are lined up on low shelves for easy access to little 
hands and there’s a cozy reading “pit” to lounge in. On 
our visit there Sam spied the three learning computers 
and made a beeline for them. I easily set him up with 
headphones and the touchscreen for some educational 
games. These Early Learning Stations are easy to use 
and not connected to the Internet so the kids can play 
safely and independently. 

Throughout the year Ms.Tina has regularly 
scheduled preschool reading times and “Tina’s Tiny 
Tots” for 0-3 years old. Two furry friends also come for 
reading sessions: Tattle and Zoda are both therapy dogs 
that come to visit the library once a month. Also, Ms. 
Tina hosts a monthly themed story time with a story 
and craft - often a tasty snack such as Hippity-Hoppity 
Cupcakes on April 16th. The welcome for kids only 
increases during the summer. Beginning the day after 
school gets out, Putnam Public library hosts a free lunch 
program on weekdays and Tina piggybacks her summer 
program to the lunch, with events like Bingo Fridays. 


Freshest Ingredients Prepared With A Continental Touch 
GOURMET DINING * SEASONAL MENU ° FINE WINE 


SEATING 
Tues-Thurs 5-8:30 
Fri & Sat 5-9:00 
Sunday Brunch 11-2:00 
& Dinner 4-8:00 


Reservations Requested 


~ Inviting Ambience of a Classic Era ~ 
A Hidden Gem in Connecticut’s Quiet Corner 


860-974-3456 


29 Plaine Hill Road 
Woodstock, CT 
974-3456 
Visit us on the web at 
mansionatbaldhill.com 


Make Your Next Special Occasion “Simply Memorable” 


TRY OUR DELICIOUS GRUB Hours: 
Wed 11:00am-12:00am 
WITH MARY LOCAL, ORGANIC Thurs 11:00am-12:00am 
AND ALL NATURAL INGREDIENTS! = Fri 11:00am-1:00am 


CONNECTICUT Sat 11:00am-1:00am 
GROWN 
Guy == 


Sun 11:00am-12:00am 


LIVE MUSIC 5 NIGHTS A WEEK 
NO COVER CHARCE! 
10 CRAFT AND MICROBREWS ON TAP 


132 Main St, Putnam CT 
the-stomping-ground.com 
www.facebook.com/PutnamStompGround 
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Antique Flooring @ 
Vintage Building Materials 
Architectural Antiques 


www.oldwoodworkshop.com 


Giving old wood new life... 


THOMAS CAMPBELL 
193 Hampton Road, Pomfret Center, CT 06259 


860-655-5259 


“Open by chance or appointment” 





The kickoff for the 
Putnam Library’s 
Fizz, Boom, Read! 
program is on June 14 
and will be a fun-filled 
afternoon. As the 
summer progresses 
July will feature visits 
from Mad Science 
and story times with 


a 


2 . 
Tina Aubin 





candy experiments - 
what a yummy idea! 

The Putnam Library summer reading program 
partners with local businesses who donate prizes for 
time spent reading. As children, teenagers, and adults 
read, they earn coupons to spend at stores around 
Putnam. Ms. Tina is thrilled with the community 
involvement. She feels that the program helps the kids 
and their families realize how connected Putnam is and 
introduces them to what the area offers. 

After sixteen years at the Putnam Public Library, 
Ms.Tina knows most of her patrons by family and 
name. The warm, positive energy she exudes makes 
the Putnam Public Library a place you want to linger. 
She welcomes all in and reminds us that, “We have 
something for everyone. The library belongs to the 
taxpayers, so come in and use it!” 

For more information on Putnam Library Programs 
and to register go to: http://putnamlibrary.org. 
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She has made a lovely place for children to come and 
spend time reading, crafting and enjoying themselves. 
During the year Mrs. Sue holds preschool story times on 
Wednesday mornings. She also has a summer reading 
program planned, with a relaxed and inviting pace that 
fits the serene setting. This will be the first summer with 
air conditioning and reading in the library will be cool 
and inviting on hot summer days. 

On scheduled evenings throughout the summer she 
will host a special PJ story time, when children can come 
in their pajamas for a story, craft and snack. There will 
also be a “Stuffed Animal Sleep 
Over” planned when children 
can bring a stuffed animal to 
a story time after which the 
animal stays in the library for 
a sleep over with other stuffed 
animals. The cuddly friend can 
be picked up the next day with 
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pictures of their big adventure 
at the library. 

In addition to the Children’s section, Mrs. Sue 
pointed out the “New Books” section in the adult section 
with many great titles, fresh off the current bestseller 
lists. For young and old, the West Woodstock Library is 
a valued asset to the community and clearly cherished by 
all who visit. 

For more information and to register for programs, go 


Escape 
the ordinary. 


Three showrooms. 
One location. 
Endless possibilities. 
107 Dresser Hill Rd, (Rte 31) 


Charlton, MA 01507 
(508) 248-5566 


harlton 


MON AND FRI 10-8 
TUES, WED AND THUR 10-6 
Sat 10-5 | SUN 12-5 


charltonfurniture.com 


Paint. Relax. 
Drink Wine. 


Have Fun. 


FURNITURE 


Complimentary design service available. 


to: http://www.westwoodstocklibrary.org. g 


I 
ARTIQUE 


a paint bar 





West Woodstock: 

The West Woodstock library is tucked behind the 
Church of the Good Shepherd in the tranquil woods 
at Bradford Corner. The historical charm adds to the 
enjoyment of the comfortable setting. Inside the white 
clapboard building, sunlight streams into the light and 
airy children’s wing, across a colorful rug and over the 
shelves that hold a large assortment of beloved classics 
and exciting new books. 

Mrs. Sue Stern is the new children’s librarian at the 
West Woodstock. This position was recently created after 
the community identified a need and Mrs. Sue is just the 
ticket. She started in December of 2013, loves the library 
and finds that, “A day with kids is always a good day.” 


Three different children’s librarians have crafted three very 
unique libraries to serve the children of the Quiet Corner. 
They all graciously and gratefully recognize the support of 
their communities and Friends of the Library organizations. 
There are also many other wonderful library gems in the area, One e BEM @e Mis Stree a ses ane 


; . inti i ji t with 
such as Abington Library - the oldest continuously operating sual dali acaaiipaiisciaiL sctaiael 


your friends and meet new people. 


social library in the US with an adorable children’s room. Our Snddedttomeehewis 


community support makes all these wonderful programs 


possible and develops a love of reading in future generations. . 
www.artiqueputnam.com 


75 Main Street, Putnam, CT 06260 * 860.933.2221 


Stop in to one of these great community libraries to browse, 
borrow and chat to find some fantastic treasures! 





orregure Unique Properties 


HATHAWAY 


New England Properties 


IN THE QUIET CORNER 


Welcome to 


is Guyn Carey Jan 


“ 


STEPHANIE J. GOSSELIN 


DESIRABLE WOODSTOCK NEIGHBORHOOD 
With its close proximity to town, this location cannot be beat! In 
an area of other fine homes, I think this one is a standout with 


its traditional 
architecture and > 





‘... one of the most spectacular settings for a wedding in 
all of Connecticut” — Connecticut Magazine 


Call for an appointment for your personal tour of the estate 
and visit our website for a preview www.gwyncareginn.com 


68 Ye Den Read, Pomfree Center, Ct OO259 
SOO- 928-5018 


lovely landscap- r\Pt 

ing. Built in 2003 

with 2500 SF and 

featuring maple 

floors throughout 

the first floor along 

with wainscoting, 

crown molding, 

columns, built-ins and several French doors, the floor plan speaks 

to entertaining and gracious living. There is a formal dining room, 

living room with fireplace and a den plus the much sought after 
first floor master 
and two more bed- 
rooms upstairs. The 
kitchen is a dream 
come true with 
cherry cabinets and 
granite counter- 
tops and stainless 
appliances, a center 
island, pantry and 

built-ins for wine and a great cookbook collection! The eat-in por- 

tion of the kitchen overlooks a lovely patio for outdoor 

entertaining....yes, summer will return before you know it! 

Offered at $435,000 ¢ Visit: www.G669087.bhhsNE.com 





ENyOY LAKESIDE LUXURY ON HAMILTON RESERVOIR 
With 500’ of water front plus its own stocked trout pond too! 

This 5723 SF home features geo-thermal heating and rich details 
everywhere, including 
marble tile floors, 22’ 
soaring ceilings, 14’ 
granite columns and 
full height windows 
throughout! The 
cherry and granite 
kitchen is open to the 
family room and lake- 
front views outside. 
With 4 bedrooms and 
4-1/2 baths and set up for a nanny, in-law or long-term guests there 
is nothing to want for here! Think grand, stately and decadent.... 
come and see for yourself! 

Offered at $895,000. ¢ Visit at: www.G667907.bhhsNE.com 
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Pomiret Spirit Shoppe 
& Wine Shed 


640 Pomfret Street (Rt. 169) Pomfret, CT 
of 860-928-2946 
B 
ae 800 Wines in Stock From: 
Woodstock, Pomfret, Stonington, New York, New Zealand, 
California, Spain, France, Chile, Argentina, Australia, Italy, 
Germany, South Aftica, Portugal, England and Canada. 
Many Wines Under $10 Per Bottle 
10% Discount on 6 Bottles 
15% Discount on 12 Bottle Purchase 
Tasting Every Saturday. 


Also, 75 Domestic & Imported Beers and 
Ales In Stock 


“Life is too short to drink cheap wine” A . 


Open: Monday - Friday 10am-8pm, 
Saturday 9am-8pm, Closed Sunday 


¥ . 


sgosselin@bhhsNE.com « www.stephaniegosselin.com 


STEPHANIE J. GOSSELIN 


Fine Homes Specialist 
860.428.5960 


Chairmen’s Circle — 
Top 2% Nationwide 


LUXURY 


“ 
deed 
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Specialist 
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NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 


Pomfret in Spring: A Picker’s Paradise! 


Over the years, Pomfret’s annual Town Wide Tag Sale has grown in size to include over 60 different locations throughout this bucolic town. 


It has brought folks from all over southern New England to the Quiet Corner to experience what has become a traditional rite of spring. 


While some relish the opportunity to clean out the garage, garden shed or attic, others enjoy tracking down that perfect 


bargain or maybe discovering an “Antiques Road Show” or “American Pickers” treasure. 


T's year, Saturday, May 3rd is Pomfret’s 8th Annual 


local business association the Pomfret Proprietors 
(PPA) in 2007. Its purpose is to bring visitors to town, 
introduce them to local businesses and to fundraise. 
Part of the draw and convenience for tag salers is that 
the PPA produces a map of all the tag sale locations 
throughout the town and sells it for just $1 the morning 





of the event. Anyone who wants to be on the map 


registers for $10 (businesses can sponsor an ad on 
the back for $25). Every year the PPA has selected a 
local cause or charity to donate the profits for tag sale 
registrations and map sales. Overall, it’s a win-win 
situation. 

“In 2007 we had 30 tag sales and by 2013 over 65!” 
exclaims Pomfret Proprietors president Martha Emilio, 
owner of MaJILLY, fine hand-painted ceramics and gifts. 
“We awarded 6 scholarships to local students, donated 
to Pomftret’s 300th Anniversary and will support the 


-% 
\e 
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i rebuilding of the Congregational Church, which was 
Town Wide Tag Sale. This event was established by | 


devastated by a fire this winter,” says Emilio. “The 
Proprietors have also provided a platform for other 
organizations to raise money by combining their events 


: with ours,” she says. “For example, in our PR, we also 
: promote sales at Christ Church, the 4H Camp, Pomfret 


Public Library, Pomfret Senior Center, and Abington 
Library. The Proprietors have provided extensive 


‘ 
it 
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“The PPA brings new people to town who 
partake much of what the town has to offer, from 
learning about the schools, visiting our shops and 
restaurants, to just enjoying our rural character. 
The PPA has brought people to town who make it 
a point to return and spend money here. This is a 

plus for the economic health of Pomfret.” 


Seafood ¢ Steak * Sushi © Raw Bar ° Vegetarian ¢ Full Bar 
Creative Cocktails ¢ Extensive Wine List 
Gift Cards Available ¢ Private Dining Room 
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and “Restaurant of the Year”’ 


Featured on NBC’s show, “‘The Feast’”’ 


Chef/Owner James Martin voted 
one of three Top Chefs in CT, 2011 
Connecticut Restaurant Association 


“Plated Perfection” kK* xk * 
Worcester Telegram & Gazette, 2010 


‘“‘Best Mac n’ Cheese in CT”’ 
CT Magazine 2008-201 | 


Winner of 6 Best of CT Awards 
“Best Bar’ Statewide Runner-Up 
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Featured on WCVB’s, “Chronicle” 
Recently nominated “Chef of the Year”’ 


ff 





Quality Downtown Dining 


American Fusion Cuisine 
fresh, local, organic, sustainable, 






~ 





> artistically driven ingredients 


Casual Fine Dining 
Inviting & contemporary, 
hip bar, seasonal outdoor dining 








enjoy our 
raw bar, sushi, 
lunch, dinner, or 
late night bar menu 
served daily 
11:30am to 
11:00pm 

























85 Main St. Putnam CT © www.85main.com ¢ 860.928.1660 
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marketing through PR, ads and posting the event 
on websites such as Yankee Magazine, Connecticut 
Magazine, Craigslist, Estatesales.org, the Boston Globe, 
social media and so on.” 

Organizing and running the Town Wide Tag 
Sale is a team effort that requires the skills, time and 
energy of many of the PPA members. The map, which 


: lists the location of every registered tag sale location, 





: is painstakingly prepared by graphic designer Nora 


Robbins. Barry Jessurun organizes and lays out all 

the business ads on the reverse side. Public relations 
advertising and posting online is a group effort 
spearheaded by Martha Emilio, Cris Cadiz (Old Wood 


: Workshop), DeeDee Markes (Pomfret Center Spa), and 


Louisa Jones (Pomfret School), as is selling maps at 
Pomfret Community School from 7AM on. 

“The PPA has brought a greater awareness to 
Pomfret not only for our businesses, but for the 
enjoyment of the rural character of our town,” says 


Open Thursday 
through Sunday 
10am - 5pm 
1140 Main Street 
Coventry, CT 06238 


Anne C. Burke 
860-498-0352 
c: 860-208-8215 


BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY 


HomeServices 


New England 
Properties 


WOODSTOCK 
$299,500 
| QUEEN OF THE 
VALLEY: Charming 
historic farmhouse 
built by Chester 
Paine in 1840. 
Lovingly restored 
and fully insulated 
Greek Revival with Victorian wraparound porch. 2260 
square feet, huge barn, workshop, 3-bay carriage shed. On 
4 park-like acres with a lush sunken garden, and rights to 
nearby private Witches Woods Lake. Nestled in northeastern 
CT, south of Boston and halfway between 
Hartford and Providence. 


Call Diane White at 860-377-4016 
for your private showing! 


Top 7% Nationally Licensed in CT/MA 


© 2013 An independently operated member of BHH Affiliates, LLC Equal Housing Opportunity. 


bhhsNEproperties.com 


Barry Jessurun, co-owner of the Vanilla Bean Café and 
recently elected Selectman. He recognizes the value 

of the Pomfret Proprietors Association not just for the 
Town Wide Tag Sale, but its other efforts to promote the 
town through advertising in tourism publications, its 
website, and more. 

A relatively new member of the group is Mary 
Eliza Kimball, who owns Little House in the Big 
Woods, a fully furnished vacation and short-term rental 
property.” I joined to get to know the owners of local 
businesses better and to help promote my own small 
enterprise. The Pomfret Proprietors is a nice group of 
people and a great networking tool.” 

Despite not being businesses, both Pomfret and 
Rectory Schools are members of the PPA and volunteer 
at meetings and events. Louisa Jones, Associate Director 
of the Pomfret Fund at Pomfret School first became 
involved when she ran the school store. “I was trying 
to get the town more involved and comfortable coming 
to campus, purchasing items that said POMFRET,” she 
explains. “I personally get to connect with the local 
business owners to work toward a common goal of 
promoting the ways to bring guests into their shops 
or hire them for work. Because Pomfret School has 
so many visitors from all over the world, it would be 
awesome if during their visit they stayed or shopped or 
ate at one of the Pomfret businesses.” 

The Pomfret Proprietors Association welcomes 
any business or organization located in town to 
join. There are no membership fees. Businesses and 
organizations interested in joining the PPA can email 
Cris Cadiz at tomandcris@charter.net. For more 
information on the PPA, see www. VisitPomfret.com. 


“Close to home, far from 
ordinary...” 

It is the mission of the Pomfret 
Proprietors Association to share 
our beautiful town with others 
by promoting the excitement and 
fun of local businesses. 





Heyy a 
Visit pa mit? 


112 MAIN STREET * PUTNAM, CT 06260 


ARTS & FRAMING 


& THE SOCHOR ABE GALLERY 


David = Normand d Chartier < 
CusTOM FRAMING 
Sheri Sochor: 860-963-0105 


The ae is...1 care. 


. 
Barbara Lussier 


- ART & FRAME Ria uIGN 
- ANTIQUE & CONTEMPORARY ART & PHOTOGRAPHY - 


Compare our prices and you will be pleasantly surprised! 


WED-SAT 10-5, SUN 11-5 
www.artsandframingputnam.com 


Complete Estate 
& House Cleanouts 
We Buy Temas! 


tae 


Clean$lateEstate.com 


Caroll Spinney 
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Spring Recipes 


Life Force Fower-Ade 


Enjoy only on an empty stomach. Organic produce 


only for the best results. 


makes 3 to 4 cups 
~ 6 to 8 leaves fresh kale with stems 
2 apples (use more or less as desired for taste) 
Do not use the seeds. 
1 whole lemon with peel 
1 whole medium-sized beet 
1 head celery or 2 cucumbers 
1 to 2 tablespoons of fresh ginger (optional) 


| add the carrots and whatever else is in season in 
my refrigerator if it needs to be used. The goal is 
to use the different colors of vegis and the brighter 
the better. | sometimes use orange beets, or 
collard greens instead of kale (depending on what 
looks good). - By Dee Dee Markes 


Cranberry Maple Walnut Chicken Salad 


2 1/2 C chopped cooked chicken 

1/3 cup minced onion 

1/3 cup dried cranberries coarsely chopped 
1/3 cup coarsely chopped walnut or pecans 
2 tsp Dijon mustard 

1/3 to 1/2 cup mayonnaise 

1 Tbs. Maple syrup 

Salt & Pepper to taste 


Mix all ingredients together. Let flavors meld for 2 
to 4 hours before serving. ; 
- By Nora Robbins 


. 


WAU 
Quiet Corner 


: Koasted Carrot Ginger SOUup 


: 8 large carrots, chopped into 1-inch pieces 
: 1 large sweet onion, chopped 

: 2 celery stalks, chopped 

: 2 cloves garlic, minced 

: 6 cups vegetable stock 

: 1 piece ginger, an inch long, peeled 

: 3 sprigs thyme + chopped thyme for garnish 
: Olive Oil 

: splash of orange juice 

i Salt 

: Pepper 


: 1. Preheat the oven to 400F. Toss the carrots, 

: celery, garlic and onion with 1 1/2 tablespoons 

: olive oil and sprinkle with salt and pepper. Roast 
: until fork tender for 25-30 minutes. 


: 2. In a large pot over medium-high, add veggies, 
i stock, ginger, thyme and bring to a boil. Reduce to 
: a simmer and cook about 15 minutes. 


3. Remove the ginger and thyme sprigs. Puree the 
: soup with an immersion blender until smooth. 
Add a splash of orange juice. Season totaste with 
: salt and pepper. 

: - By Jean Barton 


RETIREMENT CAN LAST A LONG 
TIME...ARE YOU FINANCIALLY 
READY TO RETIRE? 


Wi 


WEISS G6 HALE 


FINANCIAL, 


Py oe Se 


CONTACT OUR TEAM TO LEARN MORE ABOUT 
INVESTING FOR RETIREMENT 


697 POMFRET STREET (RT 169), POMFRET CENTER, CT 06259 
TEL 860.928.2341 | WWW.WEISSANDHALE.COM 


WE OFFER CUSTOM, MANAGED INVESTMENT PROGRAMS 
BEST SUITED FOR PORTFOLIOS OVER $500,000. 
SECURITIES AND ADVISORY SERVICES OFFERED 
THROUGH COMMONWEALTH FINANCIAL NETWORK 
MEMBER FINRA/SIPC, A REGISTERED INVESTMENT 
ADVISER. FIXED INSURANCE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
OFFERED THROUGH WEISS & HALE FINANCIAL, LLC 
ARE SEPARATE AND UNRELATED TO COMMONWEALTH. 


PUTNAM TRAVELER 


NORTHEAST, CONNECTICUT 
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Americas 


Best Value Inn Mex: POMFRET, 


by Vantage 


www.quietcornerinn.com a New England 


e Newly Renovated 


e Cable TV with HBO ie. . Pe CTO the roots... 


e Non Smoking Units Available 
e Micro / Fridge Available 
e Air Conditioned 
e Dataport / Phones 
e Hairdryers In All Rooms 
e Free Highspeed Internet 
¢ Complimentary Coffee 


Exit 91-W 
Off 395 


Rt. 6 Next To Approved 
Dunkin Donuts 


Major Credit Cards Accepted 


Minutes From Foxwoods Casino & Mohegan Sun 


860°774°9644 


479 Providence Rd. (Rt. 6) Brooklyn, CT ANATTA WicitPamitrst com 


READY FOR SUMMER?! If You Enjoy the Putnam Traveler 
SUMMER Please Support Our Efforts 
c By Advertising in this Valuable 
PE REQRMING Tourism and Community Publication! 
: Call 860-963-0414 or email us at: 
c c 
mene a aid CREAT [VE sales@gdpublishing.com 


Innovate. Nive. Activate. Create. Question. Explore. Expr SS. BRYS SCHANT Distributed to over 10,000 households - 
, 4 4. 


5,000 copies distributed to businesses In 


duly i4"' hug it Connecticut, Massachusetts & Rhode Island 


3 Week Summer School Email press releases and article ideas to: 


8am to 4pm sales@gdpublishing.com 
Come for 1, 2, or all 3 Weeks 


Hi Putnam Traveler reserves the right to edit articles as needed. 
1/2 Day or Full Day options 
y y p GD Publishing, LLC provides design, photography, editorial & 


sales for the Putnam Traveler. 


Experience a world of creativity and 

expression through dance, music, 

theatre, writing, creative process 

Classes in dance, music, a! work and imaginative expression. 
Integration of all artistic mediums. 
, Developing a strong mind and body. 

Performance season of musicals, . : Ages 5 to 18. Intensive tracks of 


: comedies. oviai | study or recreational exploration. 
dramas, comedies, original : si A Seba P ARCHAMBAULT INSURANCE ASSOCIATES 
work, dance, music and mores. pricing: 


: OUR MISSION Se Ones RI EE 


To bring out each student’s individual 
talent and creativity in a non-competitive ArchambaultIns.com 
and supportive atmosphere. The Complex 
is dedicated to sharing the highest level 


of artistic education with his community, PUTNAM OFFICE DANIELSON OFFICE 
while building each student's strong sense T 860 928 0811 T 860 779 5030 


of self awareness and empowerment. TOLL FREE 877 928 0811 TOLL FREE 866 779 5030 
F 860 928 6462 F 860 774 2025 


3.7170 © WWW.THECPAC.ORG 143 Providence St. Putnam 136 Main St. Danielson 


theatre, and creative arts, 


PROFESSIONAL FACULTY 
STUDENT COMPANIES: 
Theatre For Kids.. By Kids 
Putnam Children’s Chorus 
EXPLORATORY APPROACH 
TO ARTS MAKING 


Northeast CT Youth 


CONSERVATORY 
Ballet Co. 


TRAINING: 
Dance, Theatre, 

“OU | Music, Creative Arts 
Breakin Through 
Dance Co. 

The Choir Escape 


rg 


CT ¢ 860.9 


=P) 


Don’t Miss Out On The Next Issue — to Advertise Call... 860-963-0414 or visit www.PutnamTraveler.com 





